
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   All UT Health East Texas caregivers 
 

FROM:  Dr. Tom Cummins, CMO 
 

DATE:  December 14, 2020 
 

SUBJECT:   COVID vaccines begin at UT Health East Texas on Wednesday 



The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved the first emergency use authorization 

(EUA) for a COVID-19 vaccine. This approval allows the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 

vaccine to be distributed in the U.S. 

 

UT Health East Texas expects to receive the vaccine on Tuesday, Dec. 15, and to begin 

vaccinating caregivers on Wednesday, Dec. 16. Our teams are working closely with the state 

Department of Health to carefully plan for the effective storage and administration of the 

vaccine to frontline caregivers.  

 

Healthcare workers were prioritized to receive the vaccine because of our essential role in 

fighting this deadly pandemic and the increased risk of getting COVID-19 and spreading it. 

Your decision to get vaccinated can protect more than just you. It can also help protect your 

colleagues, patients, families and communities. 

 

The COVID-19 vaccine was tested in clinical trials involving tens of thousands of people to 

make sure they meet safety standards and protect adults of different ages, races and 

ethnicities. There were no serious safety concerns.  

 

As we prepare for the distribution of a vaccine, our priority is the safety of our employees. In 

accordance with federal guidance we have developed a staggered approach to vaccine 

availability which begins with those frontline caregivers in our COVID units and expands 

across the rest of the organization.  

 

When the vaccine is available to you, you will receive a link to sign up for an appointment 



and information about what to expect. This email will be sent to your work (UT Health) 

email account, so please check your account regularly for updates.  

 

While we encourage our caregivers to receive the vaccine, it is not mandated. Your decision 

to get vaccinated can protect more than just you. It can also help protect your colleagues, 

patients, families and communities. We realize there is a lot of misinformation floating 

around publicly regarding COVID and the vaccine. We are committed to supporting you 

through this process by answering your questions and updating our FAQs page as more 

information from the FDA, CDC and other reputable sources becomes available. Send your 

questions to askCOVID@uthet.com. For up-to-date FAQs please visit 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html or 

https://uthealtheasttexas.com/coronavirus.  

 

This is a truly momentous milestone in combating COVID-19. Thank you for your 

consideration and all you do to care for our patients, their families, each other and the 

communities we serve.  
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